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The Savings Game 
 
Teacher Notes 
 
The savings game is a game for two to four players that simulates the financial 

realities of earning, spending and saving.  

Players get jobs, they get sacked, they spend, they donate money to charity and 

the interest rate goes up and down on their savings. They have to keep track of 

their money by ensuring that they have enough ready cash in their pocket, 

enough money in their current account for everyday expenditure and that they 

also take advantage of the interest offered on deposit accounts 

Pupils will need to be able to add, subtract and multiply, calculate simple 

percentages with a calculator and round their answers up to the nearest whole 

number. It is therefore ideal for pupils working at approximately level 5 of the 

national curriculum at Key Stage 3. It would also support the financial education 

of older pupils who need guidance on handling money. 

The game should last about 50 minutes but it is possible to play to a time limit or 

keep players' money and jobs to one side in envelopes and continue in a later 

session. 

The rules seem quite involved initially but it should only take one session for 

pupils to master them and play the first game. As there is strategy involved it is 

suggested that pupils do play regularly and that they are encouraged to reflect on 

winning strategies. 

Pupils should be encouraged to play quickly so that they improve their mental 

arithmetic skills and it will ensure that their turn comes round sooner. 

There are two activities that accompany the game. The first is a card matching 

activity that looks specifically at calculating percentages and interest with a 

calculator (using the equivalence of fractions, decimals and percentages). The 

second combines all the aspects of the Savings Game in one exercise. 
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Incorporating the Savings Game into your scheme of work 
Example 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The statement below is extracted from the DFES guidance for schools at Key Stages 3 regarding financial 
capability through personal finance education and is matched to The Savings Game.  
 
"During key stage 3, pupils learn about what influences how we spend or save money and how to become 
competent at managing personal money in a range of situations including those beyond their immediate 
experience." 
"They learn to solve complex numerical problems involving money including calculating percentages, ratio 
and proportion" 
"During key stage 4, pupils learn about financial decision-making and money management and to use a 
range of financial tools and services, including budgeting and saving, in managing personal money." 

Ensure that pupils have 
completed work on percentages 

Ensure that pupils understand 
how to calculate interest (the 
Interest Match activity could be 
used here). 

Spend one lesson learning the 
rules and playing the game. 

Make the game available at 
homework clubs and maths 
clubs. 

Set "Who's got the most" for 
homework or complete the 
exercise as part of a lesson. 

The game is also an excellent 
activity for pupils to play with 
adult mentors if such a scheme 
exists in your school.  
You may also wish to link this in 
with a PSE activity or use it in 
KS4 with pupils who need extra 
financial literacy support. 
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Interest Match 
 
Cut out and match the cards into 7 groups of 4. There will be 7 cards left over. 
In your books, write out one of the sets and explain in your own word hoe to calculate interest and add it on 
in a bank account. 
Then explain why the 7 cards you have left out show the wrong calculation. 
 
 
 

Save £200  
with 

Interest at 7% 

Calculate 
0.07 × 200 

Save £210  
with 

Interest at 6% 

Calculate 
0.08 × 190 

New total 
£223 

Interest gained 
£13 

Interest gained 
£14 

Calculate 
0.8 × 190 

Interest gained 
£16 

Calculate 
0.6 × 10 

Calculate 
0.7 × 200 

Calculate 
0.06 × 210 

New total 
£206 

Save £190  
with 

Interest at 8% 

New total 
£214 
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Calculate 
0.06 × 196 

Calculate 
0.05 × 205 

Interest gained 
£8 

Calculate 
0.05 × 192 

Save £205  
with 

Interest at 5% 

Save £192  
with 

Interest at 4% 

Interest gained 
£11 

Calculate 
0.5 × 192 

 New total 
£225 

Save £196  
with 

Interest at 3% 

New total 
£200 

New total 
£216 

Calculate 
0.6 × 196 

Interest gained 
£5 

Calculate 
0.06 × 222 

Save £220  
with 

Interest at 2% 

New total 
£202 

Calculate 
0.6 × 222 

Interest gained 
£6 

Calculate 
0.5 × 205 
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Who's got the Most? 
Find out how much money these three people have got. 
Who's got the most and who's got the least. 
 Charlie 
Jobs  Paper Round. Weekday mornings: £10  
  Office Cleaning. Weekday evenings: £22 
  Newsagents. Saturday morning £11. 

Spends Music magazine £4 
  New jacket £49 
  New CD £13 
  Nightclub £8 

Donation £10 to charity for the homeless 

Disaster Loses wallet containing £28 cash. 

Interest This year he has saved £150 and received 6% interest 
  
Eirian 
Jobs  Waitressing in cafe. Weekday evenings: £16  
  Supermarket. Saturday all day £22. 

Spends Swimming £4 
  Birthday present £13 
  Buying coffee £6 
  Eating out £18 

Donation £8 to a famine aid charity 

Interest This year she has saved £170 and received 5% interest. 
  
Neambh 
Jobs  Waitressing in cafe. Weekday evenings: £16  
  Office cleaning. Weekday mornings: £9 
  Supermarket. Saturday all day £28. 

Spends Flowers for her mum £4 
  New clothes £63 
  New novel £9 

Donation £7 to a children's charity. 

Interest This year she has saved £130 and received 7% interest. 
  


